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What is Patrology?

Ã Patrologyis derived from Latin word òPateró which 

means òFatheró

Ã Patrologyis the science dealing with the life, acts, 

writings, sayings, doctrines & thoughts of the early 

fathers.

Ã Patrologyfocuses on ensuring the authenticity of 

these acts, publishing them and translating them in 

modern languages.



Why Study Patrology?

Ã Leads us to a true understanding of Christianity 

through the works of the early fathers.

Ã Reveals to us the circumstances in which the fathers 

witnessed to Christ.

ÃHelps us discover the fathersõ dogma, doctrines & 

concepts concerning God, man, church, salvation, 

eternal life. Etc.



Classifications of Patristic Writings



Classification by Time

Ã Especially first 5 centuries can be classified on Time.

Ã First Ecumenical Council (Nicaea) separated fathers 

into 2 kinds:

ÄAnte-Nicene ðSimple Literature

ÄNicene & Post Nicene Fathers



Classification by Language

Ã Greek (Eastern) Fathers

ÄMajority of the fathers wrote in Greek.

ÄSome also used their national languages such as Coptic, 

Syrian & Armenian.

Ã Latin (Western) Fathers



Classification by Place

Ã Egyptian Fathers ðSchool of Alexandria & Desert 

Fathers.

Ã AntiochenesFathers ðIn Antioch (Turkey)

Ã CappadocianFathers ðIn Cappadocia (Asia Minor)

Ã Latin Fathers ðIn Europe



Classification by Material

Ã Apologetic ðdefending the faith against critics.

Ã Biblico-exegetical ðInterpretations/Explanations of 

the Bible.

Ã Homilies & sermons.

Ã Letters.

Ã Liturgical works.



Classification by Material

Ã Christian poetry & songs

Ã Dialogues

Ã Ascetic Writings

Ã Church canons 

Ã Church History



Chronological Outline of Patristic 

Literature

Writings after the Council of Chalcedon

Western Fathers (4th and 5th Centuries)

Golden Age of the Eastern Fathers

Ante-Nicene Literature after St. Irenaeus.

The Beginning of Christian Patristic Literature



Outline of Patristic Literature

ÅCanonical Legislation & liturgical 
Formulas.

ÅWritings of Apostolic Fathers.

ÅApocryphal Literature (separated from 
canonical books).

ÅActs of the Martyrs

ÅWorks of the Apologists ðDefenders of 
the faith.

ÅBeginnings of Heretical Literature

ÅBeginning of Anti-Heretical Literature
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Outline of Patristic Literature

ÅWritings of the early fathers of the School of 
Alexandria.

ÅWritings of the fathers of Asia Minor, Syria & 
Palestine.

ÅBeginning of the western Christian literature 
by Minucius, Felix, Hippolytusof Rome, etc.

ÅThe African christianFathers such as 
Tertullian, St. Cyprian, Arnobiusof Sicca& 
Lactantinus

ÅOther writings of the west
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Outline of Patristic Literature

ÅEgyptian Fathers such as St. Alexander who 
faced Arius, St. Athanasius the Apostolic, St. 
Serapion, St. Didymusthe blind, 
St.Theophilus., St. Cyril the great.

ÅFoundation of the monastic movement in 
Egypt enriched by the writings of those who 
practiced or recorded monastic life.

ÅCappadocianFathers writings ex. St. Basil 
the great, St. Gregory of Nyssa, etc.
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Outline of Patristic Literature

ÅWritings of the fathers of Asia Minor: 
Eusebius of Nicomedia, Asteriusthe Sophist..

ÅWritings of the fathers from Antioch & 
Syria: Eusebius of Caesarea, Eunomiusof 
Cyzicus, Acaciusof Caesarea.

ÅChristianity and Manichaeism (religion 
founded in the 3rd centruy): John 
Chrysostom, Diodoreof Tarsus, Theodore of 
Mopsuestia, Mark the Hermit.

ÅChurch Historians of Constantinopole: Philip 
Sidetes, Socrates, Theodoretof Cyrus.
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