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The Book of Numbers
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The Law ςTorah 

The Pentateuch

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
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Numbers Title

¢ƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘƛǘƭŜ άbǳƳōŜǊǎέ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 
censuses in the book.
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Numbers: Theme

ÁDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ [hw5Ωǎ 
people must live each day  by faith in him 
and his word if they are to please him and 
enjoyhis plan of blessings in time. Unbelief 
and disobedience bring painful 
consequences, but the LORD, in grace, 
always keeps his Word to his people.
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Numbers Key Verse, 14.22-23

Å22 ñSurely all the men who have seen My glory 
and My signs, which I performed in Egypt and 
in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test 
these ten times and have not listened to My 
voice,
23 shall by no means see the land which I 
swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those 
who spurned Me see it.ò
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Numbers: Background to events.

ÁThe Hebrew people left Egypt one year ago. They 
are still at Sinai.

ÁGod has already given Moses the Law for the 
people.

ÁThe tabernacle has been completed.

Á It is now time to move into Canaan.



Exodus - Traditional
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Numbers: When did all this  
happen? 

Á The first censuswas on second day of the second month of the 
second year dated from the time they left EgyptτApril 1445 BC
(Numbers 1.1-4).

Á The Israelites left Sinai 20 days later(Numbers 10.11).

Á Thirty-nine years later, God told Moses to take another census
of the new generation while they were in the Plains of Moab by 
the Jordan across from Jericho. This generation would enter 
Canaan (Numbers 26.1-4).

Á They remained in the Plains of Moababout 5 months.

Á The events in Numbers cover 39 years.
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Numbers: Key Words Used

ÁMoses, 236

ÁCongregation, 73 times

ÁLord spoke, 49 times

ÁWilderness, 48

ÁSet out, 37 times

ÁLaw, 15

ÁGrumble, 2 times, Complain, 1 time
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Numbers: Main People

ÁMoses

ÁAaron

ÁCaleb

ÁJoshua

ÁKorah, Dathan, and Abiram

ÁBalak

ÁBalaam
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Numbers: Narrative Preview

ÁThe Lord generously organized, prepared, and 
provided everything for his people and their 
short trip to the promised Canaan land. Yet 
Israel disbelieved, disobeyed, and complained 
against the Lord. As a result the Lord disciplined 
the people, yet  kept his covenant of blessing to 
them, and the next generation entered the land 
under Joshua. 
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Numbers: Narrative, 1

ÁNumbers begins with Moses counting the people 
in preparation for the march to Canaan. The first 
census was on second day of the second month 
of the second year dated from the time they left 
EgyptτApril 1445 BC It is only 13 months after 
leaving Egypt (Numbers 1.1-4).
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Numbers: Narrative, 2

ÁTwenty days later the Israelites begin the trip to 
Canaan (10.11). Along the way they repeatedly 
disbelieve and disobey God: complain about no 
meat; Aaron and Miriam jealous; unbelief of the 
spies; military defeats; Korah rebellion; Moses 
hits the rock; complain against Moses followed 
by the fiery serpants; Balak and Balaam and 
idolatry;  As a result, God disciplines them in 
order to prepare them to enter Canaan.
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Numbers: Narrative, 3

ÁAfter 39 years of wandering, God tells Moses to 
take a new census (26.2). They are in the Plains 
of Moab, near the Jordan River across from 
Jericho, where they would stay for about five 
months. The old generation had died; the new 
generation was ready to take their land.
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Numbers: Narrative, 4

ÁMoses inaugurated Joshua as the the new leader 
(27.18). Moses then gave instructions for dividing 
the land and for living in Canaan.

ÁThe events in Numbers cover 39 years.



16

Numbers Outline

1. Preparation at Sinai for the journey (1-9)

2. Failures, Wanderings, and Kadesh-Barnea (10-20)

3. Plains of Moab, Balaam, and Idolatry (21-25)

4. Plains of Moab, instructions before crossing the 
Jordan, and Joshua (26-36)
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Numbers Chapter Titles:
Preparation at Sinai, 1-9

Chapter 1: Census at Sinai.

Chapter 2: Camp arrangement.

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ оΥ [ŜǾƛǘŜǎΩ /ŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ 5ǳǘƛŜǎΦ

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ пΥ [ŜǾƛǘŜǎΩ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ 5ǳǘƛŜǎΦ

Chapter 5: Unclean, Sin, Law of Jealousy.

More
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Preparation at Sinai, 1-9

Chapter 6: Nazirite vow.

Chapter 7: Offerings at tabernacle dedication.

Chapter 8: Levites in place of firstborn.

Chapter 9: Passover. Cloud and Fire.

Cloud by Day Fire by Night
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Failures, Wanderings, and 
Kadesh-Barnea, 10-20

Chapter 10:Two trumpets. Leave Sinai.

Chapter 11:Grace in spite of complainingτquail.

Chapter 12:Miriam and Aaron jealous of Moses.

Chapter 13:Spies to Canaan.

Chapter 14:Will not enter Canaan.

Chapter 15:Offerings and punishment 
when in Canaan.

More
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Failures, Wanderings, and 
Kadesh-Barnea, 10-20

Chapter 16:Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. God judges.

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мтΥ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǊƻŘ ōǳŘŘŜŘΦ

Chapter 18:Priests and Levites: Duties 
and support.

Chapter 19:The red heifer and 
cleansing.

Chapter 20:Moses hits the rock. Edom. 
Aaron dies.
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Plains of Moab, Balaam, and 
Idolatry, 21-25

Chapter 21:The bronze serpent. 
Amorites and others.

Chapter 22:Balaam, the Angel, and the 
donkey.

Chapter 23:Balaam blesses Israel ς
Prophetic proverbs 1-2.

Chapter 24:Balaam blesses Israel ς
Prophetic proverbs 3-7.
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Plains of Moab, instructions 
before crossing the Jordan, and 

Joshua, 26-36
Chapter 25:Idolatry with Moabites and 

Midianites, and judgment.

Chapter 26:Census of the new generation.

Chapter 27:Passing the Mantel to Joshua.

Chapter 28:Offerings, sacrifices, feasts.

Chapter 29:Offerings, sacrifices, feasts.

More
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Plains of Moab, instructions 
before crossing the Jordan, and 

Joshua, 26-36

Chapter 30:Vows.

Chapter 31:aƛŘƛŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƛƭΦ

Chapter 32:DŀŘΣ wŜǳōŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀǎǎŜƘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΦ

Chapter 33:Egypt to the Jordanτa review.

Chapter 34:Borders, leaders, and lands.

Chapter 35:Levite cities. Murder.

Chapter 36:No inter-tribe land transfer.
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Numbers: Key Doctrines, 1

ÁDecently and in Order, 1-4

ÁNazirite vow, 6

ÁLevites, 8

ÁDivine Guidance, 9

ÁGrumbling, 11

ÁGod Provides, 11

ÁSpiritual Cowards and Spiritual Heroes, 13-14

ÁDivine Attributes, 14
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Numbers: Key Doctrines, 2

ÁDivine Discipline, 12, 13, 20, 21

ÁAuthority,Service, Pride, Rebellion, 16

ÁMoses and Failure, 20

ÁBronze Serpent and Faith Salvation, 21

ÁBalaam, 22-24

ÁPassing the Mantle, 27

ÁTribes and Land, 34

ÁCities of Refuge, 35
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Lessons for us from Numbers, 1

1. God is a God of order (1-4; 1 Corinthians 14.40)

2. Live and obey by faithτFaith application and 
Faith-Rest (11, 13, 14; Hebrews 3-4)

3. Spiritual Cowards (grumble and unbelief) and 
Spiritual Heroes (11, 21, 13-14; 2 Timothy 4)
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Lessons for us from Numbers, 2

4. Authority, humility, and rebellion, in ministry 
(12, 16; 1 Corinthians 4; 3 John 9-10)

5. Divine Discipline (11, 14, 16, 20, 21; Hebrews 
12.5-13; 1 Corinthians 11.3-31; Acts 1-11)

6. Failure does not stop service (20; Luke 22.54-62; 
Acts 1.15; 2.14; 10.5)
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Lessons for us from Numbers, 3

7. Salvation by faith (21; John 3.14-16)

8. Passing the mantel: transition of authority and 
leadership (27; Titus 1.5; Philippians 2.19-30)

9. Importance of spiritual heritage (8, 16, 34-36; 
Philippians 1.27-30)



Numbers 21: 4Then they journeyed from Mount 
Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; and the soul of the people became 
very discouraged on the way.  5 And the people 
spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and 
our soul loathes this worthless bread."  6 So the 
LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel 
died.  7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and 
said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the LORD and against you; 



pray to the LORD that He take away the 
serpents from us." So Moses prayed for 
the people. 8 Then the LORD said to 
Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it 
on a pole; and it shall be that everyone 
who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall 
live."  9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, 
and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a 
serpent had bitten anyone, when he 
looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.



The bronze serpentis a type of Jesus on the cross

1. Death without it(Num. 21:6) 

1. Death without him (1 John 4:10)

1 John 4:10In this is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.

2. Lifted up on a pole(Num. 21:8)

2. Lifted up on the cross (John 3:14;12:32-33)

John 3:14"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 



John 12:32"And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all peoples to Myself."  33This He said, signifying 
by what death He would die.

3. Available to all(Num. 21:8) 

3. Available to all (John 3:16)

John 3:16"For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 

4. The ONLY cure

4. The ONLY savior (Acts 4:12)



Acts 4:12"Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
ƳŜƴ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦά

5. A SURE cure(Num. 21:8-9)

5. A SURE cure

6. Required faith

6. Requires faith (Heb. 11:6)

Hebrews 11:6But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him.



7. Look and live!(Num. 21:8)

7. Look and live! (Heb. 12:1-2;Isa. 45:22)

Hebrews 12:1Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us,  2 looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

Isaiah 45:22"Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the 
earth! For I am God, and there is no other.



8. Must not become an idol(2Kg. 18:4) 

2 Kings 18:4He removed the high places and broke 
the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image and 
broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had 
made; for until those days the children of Israel 
burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan.

8. Must not become an idol (1 Jn. 5:21) 

1 John 5:21Little children, keep yourselves from idols.



The Red Heifer 



Water Purification

How many of you have ever heard 
of the Ashes of the Red Heifer?

Numbers 19:1-10

Notice that this was commanded by God!

Ashes of the 1st Red Heifer would be mingled with the ashes of the next, and the next 
ΧŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΗ

From Moses until the destruction of the temple, there were apparently 9 Red Heifers 
offered in this manner

The Jews today are looking for a Levitically acceptable Red Heifer  for the time when the 
temple is rebuilt.

!ǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ  ǎǇƻǘƭŜǎǎ [ŀƳō ŦƻǊ hǳǊ 
Purification?!?!?! 






